From The Pastor’s Heart
The Stroudsburg

Seventh-day Adventist Church
O

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

We are fast becoming older and hopefully wiser. As | reflect upon my life and where God has
taken me and what | would like the rest of my years to be | am reminded and sobered by a
very important passage of scripture found in Mark 10:17-22. In Mark, chapter 10, we have the
story of a young man coming to Jesus to ask Him the most important question a person can
ask, "What shall | do that | may inherit eternal life?" Two things come to mind: First, he asked
the right question, and secondly, he asked the right Person. Jesus, in turn, asks the young man
a question. He asked him if he had kept the commandments - "Yes," was the reply, "I've kept
them from the time | was old enough to remember." But you will notice in (vs.21), that Jesus
tells him something is missing--"One thing thou lackest!") The thing Jesus was referring to
was not eternal life - Jesus already knew he needed eternal life.

This man had something in his life that was PREVENTING HIM from having eternal life--
from being complete. Although he had money and position; and though he had an outward
form of religion, something was still lacking. On the outside, like the rich young ruler, we
sometimes appear to be someone who has everything under control, but inwardly, is there is
one major thing preventing you from having God's best? And would Jesus say to you, "One
thing thou lackest."

This passage is very sobering for me for its saying that we may appear to be all that we ought
to be in this church and in the presence of those who do not live with us. We may position
ourselves as paragons of virtue but deep down in our heart God know that there is that one
thing that may be jeopardizing our eternal salvation. What is your lack and what is mine? Each
of us will be required by God to come face to face with that one thing in your lives that is the
primary Obstacle of our eternal salvation. We are living in an unprecedented time of
emotional and spiritual emptiness - people are under more pressure today than ever
before...Many People are looking for answers--they are turning to psychologists, psychiatrists,
marriage counselors, therapists, palm readers...anyone who can give them an answer for life's
problems. And people today know that there is something missing...they feel the emptiness,
they sense the void. It’s our job to show them how to fill it and be fulfilled! This one thing
kept him out of heaven. Think of the millions who will go to hell for the same reason as did
this man.

There may be many here today who are so motivated by worldly things that you won’t really
listen to what God is saying to you? Maybe you are holding onto just one thing!

Jesus told the young man, “One thing thou lackest.” That one thing was trust. He trusted in his
possessions more than in the Lord. He loved the things that he had more than he wanted
eternal life.

It is a miracle when someone puts his faith in Jesus Christ. It is impossible for man to save
himself because he will always being lacking one thing — FAITH in Jesus Christ.

One thing thou lackest." Do you lack Christ? Oh, take him to-day! "One thing | know." Do
you know you have got Christ? If you do not, do not go out of this church to-day without
knowing it. Make up your mind that nothing will stand between your soul and the savior

Your Brother in Christ
r1 Pastor Livingstone Aaron

CHURCH AT WORSHIP ..

MARCH 26, 2016 Second Service
Introit........co.. “We Have Come Into This House”............ Praise Team
Call to Worship............... Ps: 105: 1-S............... Elder Angela Clarke
Doxology.............."Praise God from Whom”.................Congregation
Invocation..........ocooviiiiiiiiiii i Pastor Roy Bartley
Welcome.....cooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiineeeevnnnee oo Sis. Delores Francis
Announcements ......o.eevveriiiiiiiiiiienneeneeeeeeneeneeenn....Church Clerk

Family Life Moments.......................... e Family Life Ministries

Hymn of Adoration.............“Victory in Jesus”.................Congregation

Scripture Reading... “Genesis 3:8-19"... Tyler Douglas & Christian Sanchez
... Elder Paul. Richards

Intercessory Prayer............ooooiiiii

“I Must Tell Jesus”
Special MUSIC. . ..o
Children’s Story...........cooooiii el Sis. Denise Walls
Offertory..........oooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiocco oo e uBros Dwane Francis
“We Give Thee but Thine Own”
Praise and Worship...................... v.vo....Praise Team
Hymn of Meditation.......................oooooveeee e Congregation
Sermon. . ovvviveeireiininnns “Starting Again” ............ Pastor Roy Bartley
Hymn of Consecration.......... “Atthe Cross”.............ccoevenen. .. HI63

Benediction. vvvussereesereesriereeserensnnereessnsnsnsensens BElder Paul Richards
PLEASE REMAIN SEATED UNTIL USHERED OQUT

10



PASTORAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

Personal Witnessing Program

If you are interested in deepening your experience with Jesus while learning more
than you currently know about the bible, look no further. This personal witnessing
program will equip you to be a better soul winner and inspire you to live a life of
soul winning for Jesus. Our Bible workers Certification training Program continues
this afternoon from3;30 to 4:30 pm. Please come prepared to have an exciting time
discussing The principles of Personal evangelism. During todays program we will
be discussing how to invite a coworker, friend or relative to enroll in the Happy
Living Bible course. Come and how you can begin witnessing in a systematic way
with those whom you love and associate with.You can share Jesus without fear!
Rather than recite an elaborate presentation, simply open your Bible and let God's
Word speaks for itself.

Baptismal Class
Jesus' final recorded words to His followers before His ascension to heaven express
the importance He placed on Baptism. In Matthew 28:19, Jesus commands His
followers, “go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”
Baptism is an act of obedience to Christ that follows an individual's acceptance of
salvation by God's grace alone. Baptism is not a prerequisite for salvation; however,
if an inner commitment to trust Christ alone for salvation has been made, then the
outward symbol of that commitment—Baptism—should follow, as is modeled
throughout the New Testament in the lives of those choosing to follow Christ.
Individuals and families are invited to attend this class to learn about the significance
and meaning of baptism. If you are an adult, youth or child who loves the lord Jesus
Christ, wants to be saved into his kingdom and would like to be baptized at
Stroudsburg Seventh-Day Adventist Church, please complete a baptism registration
form, any church Official can provide you with the form.
Since many parents are unable to bring their children to baptismal class on Sundays,
we have decided to reschedule baptismal class to the Sabbath afternoon starting
April 09; the Baptismal classes will be conducted by Elder James Yansen. Anyone
interested in baptismal classes please contact Elder Yansen for more information.

Family Life

Worry Is A Waste of Time Worry is one of the most ineffective pastimes we can
indulge in,. Jesus Himself asked, "Can all your worries add a single moment to your
life?'(Matt. 6:27 NLT). Worry is the assassin of rest and relationships. it stalks us
and hijacks our minds. While we may continue to function publicly, there's a sinister
force lurking within us. This enemy called worry disorients mood, destroys
creativity, and depletes your sense of completion which comes from within and can't
be achieved by the acquisition of things. Why do we wrestle so much with things we
can't change? Here's God's prescription for worry: 'Don't worry about anything;

instead pray about everything'.

CHURCH AT WORSHIP .

MARCH 26, 2016 No First Service This Sabbath

Please Read This Special Health Nugget

How to help a depressed friend

1. Be a good listener.

Often a depressed person could really use a listening ear. Be prepared to listen to
whatever they have to say, even if it isn’t easy to hear. Give 100 percent of your
attention. Turn off your phone and just really listen.

2. Know what to say.

If you haven’t suffered depression, don’t say, “I understand.” You don’t. A better
response: “How can I help you?” Let them know that you will always be there for
them and assure them that they aren’t facing this time alone.

3. Stay in touch.

Make a point to check in with the person going through depression. It is possible that
they will push you away, but it will help them to know you are there. E-mails, texts,
and quick visits are great ways to let them know you really want to be there for them.

4. Get them out of the house.

Try to get them out—especially into the open air. You may have to offer more than
once or talk them into it, because depression often makes people withdraw. But don’t
give up: invite them to go for a walk, to an art or fitness class, or to their favorite
restaurant.

5. Get help.

In severe cases of depression, professional help may be required. Offer to help find
an effective counselor or point them to online resources. The National Suicide
Prevention Lifeline can be reached at 1 (800) 273-8255.
http://creationhealth.com/Articles

“Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for [ am thy God: I will
strengthen thee; yea, | will help thee; yea, | will uphold thee with the right hand of
my righteousness.” Isaiah 41:10


tel:1%20(800)%20273-8255
http://creationhealth.com/Articles

THE CHURCH AT STUDY

March 26, 2016 9:15 AM — 10:45 AM
Opening Remarks..................oocoooo L. Sis Ruth Obegi
Opening Prayer.................ooocioooovioeen o Sis Ruth Obegi
Scripture Reading ...................... Mathew 28:19-20..... Anaiah Richards
LOWER DIVISION PROGRAM

Cradle Roll ..o.oovviiii Songs ................ Kendra Engrand
Kindergarten................. Songs/Memory Verses .......Sis. Azalea Brown

Primary ...Here is what we have learned/Memory Verses Sis. Gloria Koroma
Youth/Young Adults ...... Lessons Stories/Citations .. Sis. Patricia Douglas
Junior/Early Teens ............ ... Skits ..................Bro. Junior Maynard
I3% Offering ............... South American Division ........... Kindergarten
Presentation of Certificates of Promotion....Class Promotions Teachers
Thanks and Appreciation Lower Division Participation Sis Ruth Obegi
Birthday Celebration ..... January/February/March. Sis Jean Marie Williams
Lesson Study ..o,

..... Summarization. . .Sis. Joyce Anderson

Closing Prayer .........ooviiiiiiiiiiii s Sis Jean Marie Williams
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PASTORAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

Day of Prayer and Fasting
We will be celebrating our Day of Prayer and Fasting on Sabbath April 02, 2016.
This is an occasion in which we are inviting and encouraging all our members to
remain with us as we focus on praying for our church.
When many Christians hear the word “Fasting” it sends shivers and quivers through
their brain. It does the same in demons. Demons know what one dedicated Christian
who decides to incorporate fasting with prayer has the ability through God to stop
the rain and to bring the rain. Demons know that as God wills, one believer in Jesus
Christ incorporating fasting with prayer can call fire down out of heaven to destroy
evil here on earth.
With power such as that demons also realize that if Christians can work in
cooperation with God to do things like that would God not miraculously send money
from "heaven" (from unexpected places in other words) instead of manna should
difficult economic times come where we are located?
Well with God, all things are possible, to those who can believe. (See: Mark 9:23).
Let us never underestimate what God may do when a Christian believer has his or
her back seemingly against a wall of opposition. God knows how to execute
miracles, when He’s moved to do so.
Many Christians are familiar with this Bible passage from 2 Chronicles 7:14 NKJV):
If My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, and pray and
seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and
will forgive their sin and heal their land.
I’ve highlighted the word “humbled” in this passage of scripture, because | think it
is very easy to focus on the word “prayer” in this passage, and the possible benefits
that follow once we pray and seek God's face (instead of His hand).
Humbling ourselves follows a line of progression in our relationship with God:
1): Our decision to allow Jesus Christ to be Savior and Lord of our life.
2): Our decision to purpose to walk diligently in obedience to God daily in
accordance to New Testament scripture is then supposed to follow.
3): Our decision to seek God in how He wants to use us to help expand the Kingdom
of God here on this planet should be incorporated with step two sooner than later.
4): Our decision to be made fully available to God on a daily basis in how He may
want to use us to hinder evil around this planet through our prayer and trust in Him.
5): Our decision to walk in the highest dimension of faith possible in God on a daily
basis so we have confidence in our prayers once we pray them.
It is this fifth category; the last line of progression, that makes demons extremely
agitated. A person who frequently engages in unselfish prayer on behalf of God’s
purposes is very threatening to demons and Satan. A person who is willing to include
occasional fasting with prayer on behalf of God’s purposes is EXTREMELY
threatening.
What is so “powerful” about fasting, many are curious to know? Why does “starving
ourselves” (actually limiting our intake of food for a season) move God to do things
we may never see Him do otherwise? Fasting is a MIGHTY demonstration of
humility on our part, plain and simple.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Up-Coming Events

Adventist Youth Society (AY): Today at 4:30 PM.

Sabbath Prayer Session: Today - Immediately after Divine Service in the
Kindergarten class room, all are welcome

Family L ife Day Sabbath is Today March 26, 2016 - Refreshments will be on
sale at sunset after the AY program

Zumba Class this Evening March 26 @ 7:30pm in the Gym. $10 per person,
water included, please bring your own towel.

Prayer and Fasting on Sabbath April 2, 2016: There will be Only One service
next Sabbath.

Prayer Line: Sunday Apt. 3rd @ 8PM. Phone number 712-432-0175 Access Code
853923#.
Women's Retreat:. Please see the flyer on the bulletin board in the foyer for further
information.

The Stroudsburg SDA Church would like to invite you to our Community Guest Day.

. This event is open for everyone and is especially dedicated to our
neighbors as part of our ministry. Please bring a friend and a
neighbor to hear how good the Lord is. Date: April 9, 2016. It

N promises to be an exciting spiritually filled day.

Come one, come all! (You will want to see this for
yourself). Yes it is 13th Sabbath and our Youth and
young ones want you to be a witness to what the Lord
is doing in their lives.

Today March 26, during Sabbath school

Retreat Announcement; Singles

The Chesapeake Chapter of Adventist Single Adult Ministries invites all singles to our Spring
Retreat. The event takes place on the weekend of April 15-17, 2016 at Hagerstown MD. The
speaker will be Jose Hernandez. His topic will be “Walking the Walk.” He will discuss how
God is with us during the tough times in our lives. Mr. Hernandez is a hospice Chaplain and
lay pastor and small group leader with a Masters Degree in Pastoral Counseling.

Come and enjoy spiritual enrichment, fellowship and good food.

For more information, contact: Fred Thomas (410) 992-9731, or e-mail

fmthomas1950@gmail.com.

THEME SONG: REVIVE US AGAIN «

We praise Thee, O God!
For the Son of Thy love,
For Jesus Who died,

And is now gone above.

Refrain:

Hallelujah! Thine the glory.
Hallelujah! Amen.
Hallelujah! Thine the glory.
Revive us again.

We praise Thee, O God!

For Thy Spirit of light,

Who hath shown us our Savior,
And scattered our night.

All glory and praise

To the Lamb that was slain,
Who hath borne all our sins,
And hath cleansed every stain.

All glory and praise

To the God of all grace,

Who hast brought us, and sought us,
And guided our ways.

Revive us again;

Fill each heart with Thy love;
May each soul be rekindled
With fire from above.


mailto:fmthomas1950@gmail.com

CHURCH BUSINESS

Choir Rehearsal Schedule
e Sanctuary Choir — Sabbath after AY
e Youth Choir (12 years and up) — Sabbath at 2:30 PM
o Children’s Choir (2 years thru 11 years) - Sabbath at 3PM

Baby Dedications Third Sabbath of Each Month

Medical Personnel on Duty............... Sis. Laverne Ventiere & Dr. Sandra Pascal

Pathfinders Club: meets every 1% and 3 Sunday of the Month

This Bulletin is also available on-line.. @.............. http://www.stroudsburgsda.org

Like Us on Facebook @..........cccccueuene. Stroudsburg Seventh-Day Adventist Church

Please send all Requests for Church Related Information to................
stroudchurchclerk@gmail.com

All heads of departments are asked to check their mailboxes weekly.

Help Wanted
e The Sanctuary Choir is looking for Sopranos, Altos, Tenors, Basses and
Baritones. Please contact Michael Dumpereh or Karen Cato.
e The Communication team is looking for individuals to work on Church
Social Media Strategy, Web Site design and the Official Church
Photographer, contact Mark Morris

SICK & SHUT-IN
Bro.Richard Adams 1361 Resica Falls Rd, East Stroudsburg 570-223-7727
Bro. Drakes at Brookmont Health Care Center Effort, PA 610-681-4070
Sis. Nemesia Rance 267 King St, Stroudsburg, 570-619-5338
Bro. Norm Leap 570-992-4970
Please remember Sister Pitts, Brother Colegangle and Brother Samson in your
prayers.

Financial Report as of 03/19/2016
....... This Month  For The Year

Amount needed $10,998 $ 131,976

Amount collected: $ 9,429 $ 31,442

Amount Difference $-1,569 $-100,534
Sunsets

csea Today: 7:19 PM Next Friday: 7:53 PM

STEWARDSHIP MOMENTS

Biblical Stewardship is more than Fundraising

The purpose of a Fund Our Church Stewardship Capital Campaign far
surpasses raising money for a building program. The primary purpose is to
teach Biblical Stewardship. Understanding stewardship is a spiritual
adventure...Stewardship is recognition of God’s ownership and the giver is a
trustee of His property. James wrote, “Every good and perfect gift is from
above, coming down from the Father “(James 1:17). Paul wrote, “For we are
God’s fellow-workers; you are God’s field, God’s building” (I Cor. 3:9).
Stewardship is a high relationship with God in Jesus Christ. A steward does
not give back to God “a portion” of what the steward owns, for God has
never relinquished His ownership. He entrusts to the steward His ownership.

The Fund Our Church Stewardship Capital Campaigns are based on the
principles of Biblical Stewardship, therefore, the primary objective is to
provide teaching, nurturing educational situations and experiences enabling
all members of the local church to grow strong in Christ.

The three main motivational reasons why people give are:

1. Commitment. "I give because God’s Word says to give."
Historically, this has been the predominant reason for giving by
evangelical Christians. Unfortunately, over the last several decades,
parents have not taught their children the discipline of giving, tithing,
or budgeting. Consequently, an entire generation in churches today
does not understand the basic principle of committed giving.

2. Compassion. Today, the most frequent reason for giving (more than
commitment) is compassion. Some refer to it as "emotional giving." |
prefer to call it "heart giving." People give for a particular need or
cause because they have a Christ like compassion. To limit
compassionate giving within your congregation will deprive a
majority of your congregation from giving according to their primary
motivation—their heart.

3. Community. Many people give because of a sense of community.
They give to a particular project because of its success or the
involvement of their friends. They invest in good soil for a good
harvest. Stewardship should not be portrayed as an opportunity to
pay bills but translated into ministry and mission. People like to see a
return on investment. Providing your congregation with information
regarding the results of investing in your ministry will substantially
increase the giving of community givers


http://www.stroudsburgsda.org/

WHO ARE SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS?

WHAT SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS BELIEVE

We believe that Jesus Christ;

Is found throughout the entire Word of God. (John. 5:39; Il Tim. 3:16, 17)
Is the divine Son of God and our personal Savior. (John. 1:1-3; Heb. 7:25)
Offers His righteousness to all who accept Him by faith. (Rom. 4:3-5)

Soon coming will be visible to all, and at that time He will raise the dead.
(I Thess. 4:16, 17; | Cor.15:52)

Is the source of a new birth experience. (John. 3:3-5)

Is the Creator of the world, and established the 7th day Sabbath for His people to
remember His creative power. (Heb. 1:1, 2; Ex. 20:8-11)

Is our example that the Ten Commandment Law is a reflection of God’s perfect
character, and that it is our pattern for successful living. (John. 15:10, James. 2:8-12)

In the Old and New Testaments, outlined the free giving of tithes and offerings to
support the work of the church. (Mal. 3:10; Matt. 23:23)

Through His baptism, gave an example of His death and resurrection, and new life
through our baptism. (Mark. 1:9; Rom. 6:3-5)

Through the Holy Spirit, makes our body His temple. (I Cor. 3:16, 17)

Gives the gifts of the Spirit for the unity of the faith and the perfection of the saints.
(Eph. 4:8-11; | Cor. 12)

Expects modesty and deportment in His children. (I Tim 2:9, 10)

Is now our heavenly Priest, and gives His last message for all mankind that,
“the hour of God’s judgment is come.” (Rev. 14:6-12; Heb. 8:1-6)

COME AND WORSHIP WITH US OUR PEOPLE

Prayer Meeting - Wed. 7:00 pm Pastor: Livingstone Aaron 570-355-5762
First Service - Sat. 8:30 am 416 Tranquility Ct.

Sabbath School - Sat. 9:45 am Long Pond, PA 18334

Second Service - Sat. 11:00 am Email: laaron@paconference.org
Adventist Youth Society Church Clerk: Stacey Charles 570534-5311
Sat. 1 hour before sunset Head Elder: James Obegi 201-423-3227

Community Services: Jamala Asiyo-
570-369-5213
Pocono Adventist Christian Schooli

c 570-421-5577




